“THE ROUNDABOUT”

Comrade Staggles Scores
a Hit

Priestley’s Tilt at
Communism

THE CAST.

Lard Kettlewell ., .. o0 o Ludovie Gordon
Churton Saundera .. .. ., Jum

Par A R P S e Rﬂ{ aCi
Alec. Grenmide .. .. o0 . .. Jeck Walin
Famela Kertlewsll .. .. Pairicia Stesdman |
Comrade Staggles .. .. o Iuinh‘TILlﬂ:

oo L B B
Erﬂrm lnil?alrlgin;; i I Ii'm Ruw et
Hilda Lancleourt .. «o e ther JTones
Lady Ketliewell . .0 «0 .. Bet F“#cu

Al iy produced by Mkods Felgate.
IT Ia poseible that all thoss energetic
gentlemen who work in the In-
tereats of Boviet Ruessla have & onsd
for heavy damages agninst Mr J, B
Prieatley. Tt |g porsible, ton, that all
the landed gentry of England are
similarly sltunted. For in his play.
“Ths Houndabout,” which was re-
aented by the Brishans Repertory
Theatre on Saturday nirhh Comrade
Stnggles, bent presumably on turning

smug Englend inside out In the name
of the viet, ruts m rather morry
figure. Bo do the |landed gentry, for

in any home warthy of thes name
Comrade Siaggles  would have bésh
emptied oul into the sireets or rather,
should we say, the country road, long
before he oomposed himself In the
sefiien of Lord Kettlewell's drawing
room mnd sneezed heartily, thus giv-
lng Mr. Priestley an excellent sxcuse
to ring down the floal curtain,

"“The Roundabout” |s a “?1 Amiis-
ing play. Its central motif |5 the clash.
Letween irresponaible youth with Gome-
munist tendencies and a typical En

lleh esuntry homa where gentility la
slill at & prembum even I wealth I
rapldly evaporating. |

A HEVERSION TO TYFE.

PHIEETLEY never allows his ¢har-

acters to get down to the real
isFuen at stake, but glves us & series |
of amusing flirtations with the sub-|
jeat, which when linked op with ather
gide lasues of the rathar sprawling
plot make a most diverting svening.
even If It does not revenl Comrade|

HStaggles in & very favourable light !
It Is to the credit of Mr. Raiph Tay- |
lor that at the end of the play, and

aven befors we eome to the and, we|
are wondering why on  sarth some-
ofe doss not takes him by the seruff
nf the neck mnd threw him  out.
Pamels Kottlewsll, who has returned
with this thorooghly objectionable:
voung man from Russia, goes th h
tha process of reverting (o tl)rlu. Miaa
Patricia Stsedman seemed 1o ba far
more &t ease When Priestl allawa
her to shed the shoris and sweater,
whirh make her “look llke » mechanic
from m third-rate ge.” Anan m
of Froedom she [nils 1o convince. But
ag soon as she dons eivilised atiire
again twhare and how she thias
attire we are nmot toldd she iz & dif-
ferent being. Bhe regaina her polse. and
The ﬂlmmh' ¢t efficienicy of
EEneTa [+
any rhwr s whether we feel
the play that they are really tha wﬂl
I'hjfllmlﬂ'lf. meant them to hh.-l -
- ‘mrm LY

al anrms lassl mlavar
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LI PIEY  LEENE WY MIE ITRILY O uEE Lo
the playwright meant them to be !:!-
-mf-ﬂ some local player ‘walking
through the part. Jum Pendlston was

on most of the time. He strolled
about In plus fours, squatted on chairs
and lighted sundry cigareties, and

chatted amiably tn whosver hap d

to be on stage. And ane did feel a

time that here was nprlmint « rieatley
ndlaton

creation and not & adapin-
ton, Rovy Blacks butler assumed the
same mantle of reality. It s true that

it was the traditional stage butler to
the lifs. But we could forget Roy Black
completely while he was on slage
Esther Jones and Edith Rowett main-
tained the same llusion fmicly success-
!ul.l.n. Ludo Gordon has done betier
work than he did on Saturday evening.
He was cursed from the opening scens
with & memory which refused tn func-
tian pormally, and this fact ﬂmﬁlmh'
upset him. Next Saturday he will have
eonguered  this  falling mnd probably
will glve a 100 per eeni beter perform-
ance »a Lord Ketilewsll

HONOURS TO RALPH TAYLOR.

PERH&PB the honours of the play.
howsver, go ta Ralph Taylor, 1t
is easily hin best Enrt to date, For ho
got enmpletely within the skin of Com-
rade Siaggles, and was most eonvineingly
uh;lu:tlun'ih. His slouch was ﬁ:!d]!
agsumed, his inanlence and his rish-

ness matched compl the other sle-
ments of the character was portray-
ing. L. B Swan, still gaining experi-
ence in this type of wark, |s showing
distinct improvement and before  long

hould be taking bi and better roles
:ugcull'u]ly. Lorna iﬁ_“., mald alss de-
serves commendation,

VARIETY OF FARE.

TH‘E ploy, coming betwesn “Lady
Preclous Stream™ and “Hamiet,” in &

rfect fall te both, Tt shows what & war-
ﬂ';y of fare the mnclety s able tn provide
by its maw policy. Tt may not be Priesiley
gl hin best, for at times the erafismanship
in fmulty, but it in & thoroughly smusing
romedy whersin thers are some e:ﬂﬁ-
fionally bright lines. On Saturday the
cast did not explolt some of thesa as they
might have done  Strangely  enough.
pome of Jum Pendiston's mis-fired, and
his gnod lines rarely do that. Miss Fel-
gate’s production, however, was . and
we may safely assume that the remain-
ing performances of the play will be
even hetter than that given on Saturdey

evening,

“The Roundabout™ will be plaved on
Auigust 28 and on September 5. On Sep-
tember 13 “Hamlst" will be pr;l;[ﬂlqipd
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